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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLERFrom Academy Award winner and bestselling author Diane

Keaton comes a candid, hilarious, and deeply affecting look at beauty, aging, and the importance of

staying true to yourselfâ€”no matter what anyone else thinks. Â  Diane Keaton has spent a lifetime

coloring outside the lines of the conventional notion of beauty. In Letâ€™s Just Say It Wasnâ€™t

Pretty, she shares the wisdom sheâ€™s accumulated through the years as a mother, daughter,

actress, artist, and international style icon. This is a book only Diane Keaton could writeâ€”a smart

and funny chronicle of the ups and downs of living and working in a world obsessed with beauty. Â 

In her one-of-a-kind voice, Keaton offers up a message of empowerment for anyone whoâ€™s ever

dreamed of kicking back against the â€œshouldâ€•s and â€œsupposed toâ€•s that undermine our

pursuit of beauty in all its forms. From a mortifying encounter with a makeup artist who tells her she

needs to get her eyes fixed to an awkward excursion to Victoriaâ€™s Secret with her teenage

daughter, Keaton shares funny and not-so-funny moments from her life in and out of the public eye. 

Â  For Diane Keaton, being beautiful starts with being true to who you are, and in this book she also

offers self-knowing commentary on the bold personal choices sheâ€™s made through the years: the

wide-brimmed hats, outrageous shoes, and all-weather turtlenecks that have made her an

inspiration to anyone who cherishes truly individual styleâ€”and catnip to paparazzi worldwide. She

recounts her experiences with the many men in her lifeâ€”including Warren Beatty, Jack Nicholson,

Al Pacino, and Sam Shepardâ€”shows how our ideals of beauty change as we age, and explains

why a life well lived may be the most beautiful thing of all.  Â  Wryly observant and as fiercely

original as Diane Keaton herself, Letâ€™s Just Say It Wasnâ€™t Pretty is a head-turner of a book

that holds up a mirror to our beauty obsessionsâ€”and encourages us to like what we see.Praise for

Let's Just Say It Wasn't Prettyâ€œBehind the sterling movie credits and tomboyish wardrobe, we

see a soulful and deep woman contemplating the narrative arc of her own life.â€•â€”Newsweek  Â 

â€œDelicious writing . . . This book is like a dishy lunch with the movie star you thought youâ€™d

never be lucky enough to meet. . . . Diane Keaton is in a class by herself and this book is good for

the soul.â€•â€”Liz Smith, Chicago Tribune Â  â€œSheâ€™s talented, iconic, quirky . . . and

wonderfully blunt. This is just a small sampling of the reasons we love Diane Keaton, and they all

permeate the pages of her new memoir.â€•â€”Elle Â  â€œAs disarming and personable as the

actress herself.â€•â€”The Huffington Post Â  â€œWise, witty, thoughtful, uplifting, the truth,

unvarnishedâ€”and very funny.â€•â€”Toronto StarFrom the Hardcover edition.
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"Let's Just Say It Wasn't Pretty" will be released tomorrow, and it will be interesting to see how well

it's received by fans of Keaton and readers in general. I came of age watching her onscreen. Loved

her in a few of her roles. Admired her quirkiness, which seemed to make her more

approachable/relate-able than other celebrities. When my pre-publication copy of her newest

autobiography arrived, I truly wanted to love it. It's not surprising, though, that a few reviewers have

already given it a 1 star rating.Reading the introduction, this book almost seems to have been

sparked by an online article titled 'Top 10 Female Celebrities Who Are Ugly No Matter What

Hollywood Says', in which Keaton was number five. The writer refers to Keaton as being as old as

dirt and ugly when she was younger. Which is unarguably a cruel, demeaning public opinion.

Keaton seems to have taken it too much to heart; the 189 pages of "Let's Just Say It Wasn't Pretty"

read like a cross between personal diaries and tabloid fodder. Most of the chapters meander. It's an

*editor's* job to make a final draft flow with cohesiveness, so I won't fault Keaton there.What I will

say is she sometimes puts the capital M in TMI, and appears to be a walking, breathing

contradiction in terms. For a mature, accomplished woman who admires (even embraces)

individuality and advises women to be themselves proudly, she has a lot of dissatisfaction with just

about every aspect of herself. There's humorous, mild, self-depreciation, and then there's ripping

yourself to shreds unnecessarily... even painfully for the audience. Why? What's to be gained from

it? And while her personal fashion style covers everything up, she lays her life and soul bare in this

book. Or at least seems to.



If you like Diane Keaton you may not like this review. I like Diane Keaton too and I don't like this

review. I hated writing it. I rarely give just one star.I'll be brief and to the point. Diane Keaton should

stick to acting. If you want to learn interesting things about Diane Keaton you won't find it here.

Read a book about her, not by her.This rambling, disjointed and often boring book is a waste of the

60- 90 minutes it will take you to read it...with many breaks to just get away.The three prevalent

threads running through this book, in addition to the frequent name, address and label dropping are

beauty, insecurity and growing old.On one page the author lists many ways the body declines with

old age like losing hair, getting liver spots, immune system shutting down, changes in vocal chords

that make us sound old, heightened risk of injury from falls, hearing loss, diminished eyesight and

reduced mental abilities.But this is more interesting than learning how many and what kind of bras

and panties(with a lengthy 'B' or 'C' cup debate), her daughter bought at Victoria's Secret....or

reading about the author's constant moving and house renovations, or her selection of men's

clothing, or her long discussions about hair, or how she went barefoot to her son's school and talked

to the librarian and hoped the librarian wouldn't notice, and then ducked into a janitor's closet when

she saw the principal. Raise your hand if you smell a phoney. If Diane was a true free spirit she

wouldn't care who noticed she was barefoot. If she had common sense she would have worn

shoes. We also learn how she broke her toe (#5) walking backwards barefooted to help ward off

dementia and employ the unutilized part of her brain.Really?
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